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reflecting the inclusive nature of
VaHomeschoolers, with articles
that provide information and sup-
port to all homeschoolers,
regardless of their religious beliefs,
political affiliation, or homeschool-
ing style. 

We are really proud of the fact that our
high-quality magazine, really more of a
journal, is produced entirely by volunteers
who are homeschoolers in Virginia. The
writers, editors, designer, photographers and
administrators are all real homeschoolers
doing professional level work in support of
their fellow-homeschoolers. 

Voice includes field trip ideas and reports,
our Family Learning Ideas column with the
writing staff’s ideas on helping kids learn
about science, history, math, writing, nutri-
tion, or other topics, a He Said/She Said
column looking at homeschooling issues
from a husband/wife point of view, feature
articles on homeschooling styles and
resources, curriculum and book reviews,
homeschool group news, legislative and
legal requirement updates, and much more. 

Another notable thing about Voice is that
all our photographs are authentic; they fea-
ture real homeschooled children and their
parents.

Mary: Is VaHomeschoolers Voice exclusively
a Virginia publication or might those out-
side of Virginia be interested? 

Jeanne: Nearly all our content is helpful to
homeschoolers no matter where they live.
We do cover legislative issues that are partic-
ular to Virginia, but because of the strength

I met Jeanne virtually several years ago and
know her as an advocate, articles editor of
Home Education Magazine and perhaps
most importantly, a fellow homeschool mom.

Jeanne set aside a few of the above hats for
this interview so she could give us an insider’s
look at her public speaking and VaHome-
shoolers Voice editor roles. I asked her to first
give us a brief background on VaHomeschool-
ers, more formally known as The
Organization of Virginia Homeschoolers.

Jeanne: VaHomeschoolers is a statewide
inclusive homeschooling organization in
Virginia that is neutral in matters of politics
and religion, enabling parents of all back-
grounds and beliefs to come together to
promote and protect homeschool freedoms. 

VaHomeschoolers provides information
and support to homeschooling families with
a comprehensive website, homeschool
helpline, email help, homeschool group list-
ings, conferences and seminars, and an
effective lobbying presence with our legisla-
ture. And, of course, we have our
homeschooling publication, VaHomeschool-
ers Voice.

Mary: How long have you been managing
editor for VaHomeschoolers Voice?

Jeanne: I think it’s been about three years. 

Mary: Please tell us about the publication. 

Jeanne: VaHomeschoolers Voice is a 24-page
print magazine published six times a year,

of our Government Affairs team and our
successful, inclusive approach in working
with the Virginia General Assembly, I think
homeschoolers in other parts of the country
find value in those stories as well. People
interested in receiving VaHomeschoolers
Voice can visit http://www.vahomeschool-
ers.org and become a member, which
automatically makes you a subscriber.
Selected articles are available online at the
Vahomeschoolers website,
vahomeschoolers.org/voice/by_topic.asp. 

Mary: When did you start speaking about
family issues and homeschooling? 

Jeanne: Speaking and writing have been
passions of mine since I was a kid. I was
always the geeky kid who did the 4H public
speaking contests, and radio news was my
first job out of college. When I became a La
Leche Leader years ago, I was given wonder-
ful opportunities to lead meetings focusing
on babies, children, and parenting, and that
extended to speaking at La Leche League
conferences. VaHomeschoolers provided me
with my first experience to speak at a home-
schooling conference, probably about ten
years ago. Today I’ve returned part-time to a
former academic career, teaching public
speaking, and I enjoy using anecdotes from
my speaking life with my college students.
Frankly, most of them have just completed

Mary Nix
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Jeanne Faulconer is a woman who wears many hats. She is a
writer, public radio news correspondent, youth soccer coach, La
Leche League leader, and former horse trainer and riding teacher.

She speaks publicly on homeschooling and family issues through-
out the year and at the annual VaHomeschoolers conference. She is
also the editor of the VaHomeschoolers Voice, which is growing
via her nurturing touch.
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twelve years of government schooling, and
they are very interested in homeschooling. 

Mary: What topics do you tend to gravitate
toward when you are speaking?  

Jeanne: My homeschooling and family life
talks reflect one of my basic beliefs, no
doubt reinforced by La Leche League, that
parents are the experts on their own chil-
dren and their own situations. Seeking
outside “expert” opinions can be helpful,
but our own “schooling” can sometimes
make us parents overplay what other
authorities think about our situations. In
my talks, I try to help parents tune in to
their own sense of their kids. There is some
degree of nervous laughter when I tell peo-
ple there are two rules to homeschooling:
Do what works and stop doing what doesn’t
work. Most of us know what is working and
what isn’t; the struggle is finding the clarifi-
cation and courage to act on that
knowledge. 

Other underlying themes of mine are bal-
ance and relationship. Most young adults
can figure out academic concepts that might
be missed during schooling or homeschool-
ing; there are all kinds of resources for that.
But they can never go back for family walks
in the woods, discussing good books at the
kitchen table, or getting Mom or Dad’s help
with their lawn mowing or pet care busi-
ness. Keeping relationship at the forefront
provides context for all the other learning
that goes on and creates anchoring memo-
ries. I also try to present a realistic picture of
homeschooling. While I have no doubt
about the positives of home education, there
are no homeschooling guarantees. This is
another reason why relationship is so impor-
tant, because when Life happens, we need
each other. 

As far as specific homeschooling topics,
the all-time favorite with audiences seems to
be my talk called Let Your House do the

Homeschooling. But to name a few of my
other popular talks: Homeschooling Boys,
Dealing with Unsupportive People, Home-
schooling the Hard Stuff (covering the
“difficult” high school subjects), and
Unschooling Unzipped come to mind.

I also enjoy developing talks on new top-
ics that particular conference organizers are
seeking for their audiences. I also speak to
non-homeschooling groups, like commu-
nity organizations, political groups, and
others. Other topics (social issues, feminism,
homeschooling styles, being non-main-
stream, and more) and my speaker
information are available at my website and
blog, At Each Turn,
http://jeannefaulconer.wordpress.com/

Mary: You are a regular speaker at the
Organization of Virginia Homeschool Con-
ferences. Would you like to share a bit on

the conference and
also give your per-
spective of it from a
speaker’s vantage
point? 

Jeanne: The 2011 VaHomeschoolers Con-
ference will be March 25–26 at The
Cultural Arts Center at Glen Allen, which is
in the Richmond area. VaHomeschoolers’
conferences really are well-known for their
sessions and speakers as well as their family-
friendly atmosphere. The conference
attracts families from beyond Virginia,
because people know they will receive good
information and inspiration that will sup-
port their homeschooling journey. Each
year brings a great mix of topics, with plenty
of sessions for people of every homeschool-
ing style and every background. 

A great feature of VaHomeschoolers
Conferences is the number of dads and kids
who participate. I love this because, as I
said, I think “relationship” is of prime
importance in homeschooling, and I think
the VaHomeschoolers Conference really

facilitates families creating a week-
end of memories together. The
conference has family program-
ming like story tellers, jugglers, a
talent show, or a puppet show,
that really allows families to enjoy
a homeschooling conference
together. 

The VaHomeschoolers Confer-
ence is a great mix of new and
prospective homeschoolers as well
as experienced homeschoolers,
with sessions for anyone anywhere
on the spectrum. For information
about the upcoming conference,
go to http://www.vahomeschool-
ers.org/conference/.

From a speaker’s vantage point,
the conference is a wonderful
learning opportunity. I’m one of
those people who immerses in
preparation by reading, research,
writing and thinking. When it all
comes together at a conference, the
responses and ideas of home-
schooling families are added in,
and I feel incredibly blessed to be
part of the passion and resource-
fulness of homeschoolers. I’m
grateful that so many homeschool-
ing groups and associations,
including VaHomeschoolers, pro-

vide opportunities for this kind of “zing” to
happen. This creates incredible energy for
innovation and cements the commitment to
educate our kids at home.

For more information...
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At Each Turn, 
jeannefaulconer.wordpress.com

VaHomeschoolers
http://www.vahomeschoolers.org. Selected Arti-
cles: Vahomeschoolers website,
http://www.vahomeschoolers.org/voice/by_topic.asp. 
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Mary: Do you have any suggestions for
those who might want to start a publication
similar to VaHomeschoolers Voice? 

Jeanne: Well, I think it’s important to
point out here that VaHomeschoolers Voice
has an incredible heritage, being preceded
by years of the high quality, if less maga-
zine-like, VaHomeschoolers Newsletter. So we
on the Voice staff were more than fortunate
to sort of inherit a tradition of providing
well-written, well-edited homeschooling
stories. And I think that’s where I’d tell
people to start. Find people who can and
will write a variety of interesting home-
schooling stories, and keep some attention
to variety. The mix can be similar to that of
Home Education Magazine. Some readers
like nuts-and-bolts “how we did it” stories.
Others want philosophical “why we home-
school” stories. People like to hear practical
ideas for learning, and people like a peek
into daily life of other homeschoolers. But
they also want support for challenges. I
think it’s also important to use care in sup-

Interview

HEM

porting all kinds of approaches, as well as
covering the issues that are important to
your state or region.

The other thing is providing an infra-
structure and communication, as well as a
lot of support for the staff, even though it is
a volunteer staff. We do everything online
except proofing blue lines, final printing,
and distribution by USPS. We remind con-
tributors regularly of our production
schedule and provide a lot of prompts for
deadlines and story ideas. Because our staff
is volunteer, we’re constantly looking for
ways to break down jobs to keep things
“mother sized” or “father sized.” Some
examples of this have included adding a
submissions manager, a photo manager,
and column editors. This also means if
someone has a family crisis or even goes on
vacation, it doesn’t halt all progress. Saying
thank you is also important. We have
incredible people who take valuable time to
check our copy for misspelled words, design
attractive pages, write about their last field
trip or homeschooling challenge, or find

just the right photographs. Without these
folks putting VaHomeschoolers Voice on their
To Do list, we would not have a publica-
tion. Anyone who wants to start a
publication needs to remember the impor-
tance of nurturing volunteers.

I’d like to network with others who are
working on or interested in creating home-
schooling publications for their state-wide
or regional nonprofit homeschool groups.
We could subscribe to one another’s publi-
cations and share ideas. If anyone is
interested in doing this, please feel free to
contact me at VoiceEditor@VaHome-
schoolers.org. Getting to know and learn
from other homeschooling parents is one of
the best rewards for writing and speaking
about home education.

Mary: Thank you for sharing a bit of
yourself and your story with us.
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